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 1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
  and ransom captive Israel, 
  that mourns in lonely exile here 
  until the Son of God appear. 
 
   Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
   shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 2 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
  who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height 
  in ancient times didst give the law 
  in cloud and majesty and awe. 
 
   Rejoice, rejoice… 
 
 3 O come, Thou rod of Jesse, free 
  Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
  from depths of hell Thy people save, 
  and give them victory o’er the grave. 
 
   Rejoice, rejoice… 
 
 4 O come, Thou dayspring, come and cheer 
  our spirits by Thine advent here; 
  disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
  and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 
   Rejoice, rejoice… 
 
 5 O come, Thou key of David, come 
  and open wide our heavenly home; 
  make safe the way that leads on high, 
  and close the path to misery. 
 
   Rejoice, rejoice… 
  

Latin 12th century 
tr. John Mason Neale (1818 – 66) 
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1 Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 
2 Come to earth to taste our sadness, 

He whose glories knew no end. 
By His life He brings us gladness, 
Our redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all. 

 
3 Born thy people to deliver, 

Born a child, and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to thy glorious throne

Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 
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 1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
  great David’s greater Son! 
  Hail, in the time appointed, 
  His reign on earth begun! 
  He comes to break oppression, 
  to set the captive free, 
  to take away transgression, 
  and rule in equity. 
 
 2 He comes with succour speedy 
  to those who suffer wrong; 
  to help the poor and needy, 
  and bid the weak be strong; 
  to give them songs for sighing, 
  their darkness turn to light, 
  whose souls, condemned and dying, 
  were precious in His sight. 
 
 3 He shall come down like showers 
  upon the fruitful earth; 
  Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
  spring in His path to birth: 
  before Him, on the mountains, 
  shall peace the herald go, 
  and righteousness in fountains 
  from hill to valley flow. 
 
 4 Kings shall fall down before Him, 
  and gold and incense bring; 
  all nations shall adore Him, 
  His praise all people sing; 
  to Him shall prayer unceasing 
  and daily vows ascend; 
  His kingdom still increasing, 
  a kingdom without end. 
 
 5 O’er every foe victorious, 
  He on His throne shall rest; 
  from age to age more glorious, 
  all-blessing and all-blest. 
  The tide of time shall never 
  His covenant remove; 
  His name shall stand for ever, 
  His changeless name of Love. 
  

James Montgomery (1771 – 1854) 
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 1 Hark, the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 
  the Saviour promised long; 
  let every heart prepare a throne, 
  and every voice a song. 
 
 2 He comes, the prisoners to release 
  in Satan’s bondage held; 
  the chains of sin before Him break, 
  the iron fetters yield. 
 
 3 He comes to free the captive mind 
  where evil thoughts control; 
  and for the darkness of the blind, 
  gives light that makes them whole. 
 
 4 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
  the wounded soul to cure; 
  and with the treasures of His grace 
  to enrich the humble poor. 
 
 5 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
  Your welcome shall proclaim; 
  and heaven’s eternal arches ring 
  with Your beloved name. 
 

Philip Dodderidge (1702 – 51) 
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